
Background
Hampden P ark opened on 
August 2nd 1902. The land had 
formed part of the R atton Estate 
until purchased from Freeman 
Freeman- Thomas, later Lord 
Willingdon. This w as the first 
park in Eastbourne to be wholly 
owned by the Corpor ation and 
free to enter .

A major feature of the park is 
the Deco y Pond. Originally 
created by damming a small 
local stream, the pond work ed 
as a deco y attr acting wildfowl 
into the area that could be used 
as a source of food on the 
Ratton estate. By about 1846 
the deco y had fallen into disuse 
and w as allowed to gr adually silt 
up and by 1900 an area of 
marsh y ground w as all that 
remained.

During the creation of the P ark 
the marsh y area w as ex cavated 
and the dam rebuilt to create 
toda y’s Deco y Pond. Its purpose 
this time w as to form the 
centrepiece to the landscaping 
that also included the creation of 
open la wns planted with man y 
specimen trees.

Routine maintenance, such as silt 
remo val upstream of the pond, 
has been unable to prev ent long 
term problems associated with 
water bodies of this age. 

Over the past century silt 
deposition and changes in the 
qualit y of w ater entering the pond 
have led to a gr adual 
deterior ation of the habitat and 
visual qualit y.

In recent y ears the requirement 
for remedial work to restore the 
pond w as recognised by both the 
council and local residents. 
Working together , sufficient 
funding w as r aised to carry out 
important impro vements. In 2009 
the council agreed to set aside 
£60,000 and The Friends of the 
Hampden P ark ha ve since secured 
Big Lottery funding amounting to  
£50,000.

The silt tr ap and view to R atton 
House about 1910

The current project
The council ha ve emplo yed Phase 3 - Zones 4, 5 & 6
OHES Environmental to carry Z4 - R aising of ground surface, 
out this en vironmentally enhanced dr ainage and 
sensitiv e restor ation work. The impro ved wildlife inter action 
project will be phased according area
to the following progr amme. Z5 - New spillw ay and w aterfall 
The appro ximate location of with plunge pool below dam
each z one is indicated on the Z6 - Bank r aised and new edge 
map below . constructed
Phase 1 - Zones 1, 10 & 11 Phase 4 - Zones 2, 3 & 9
Z1 - De-silt and repair edge Z2 - R efurbishment of the 
alongside channel bridge area and repairs to badly 
Z10 - R emo ve tipped hardcore eroded bank
and repair edge Z3 - De-silt and repair edge
Z11 - Marginal edge planting Z9 - R epair wildlife inter action 
Phase 2 - Zones 12, 13 & 14 area
Z12 - Creation of reed beds in Phase 5 - Zone 15
silt tr ap and new ponds on Z15 - Main de-silting with new 
adjacent bank marginal edge reconstruction 
Z13 - Installation of an oil boom and habitat planting
across silt tr ap
Z14 - R epair of channel edging 
and aesthetic enhancement
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This leaflet is issued jointly by The The board will be updated to 
Friends of the Hampden Park and explain whatever process is being 
Eastbourne Borough Council carried out at the time.
Parks and Gardens team to help 
explain works you will see being Site works are being managed by 
carried out during 2011. While the Council Parks staff who will be 
project will begin in April, the working closely with OHES 
timescale is governed in part by Environmental, the contractor for 
ground conditions and the bird the project.
nesting season.

The main contacts for technical 
During the works you will still be and other information regarding 
able to enjoy visiting the park. Only this project are the Parks and 
the zones being actively enhanced Gardens staff of Eastbourne 
will be fenced off. The rest of the Borough Council. The Friends of 
area will be open as usual. the Hampden Park can also offer 

advice.
More detail about the work 
programme is given inside this Eastbourne Parks and Gardens
leaflet. The council website at Tel: (01323) 410000

 gives 
similar details. Information is also 
available on a large board located The Friends of the Hampden Park
on the lakeside opposite the café. Tel: 07802 884 088

www.eastbourne.gov.uk parks@eastbourne.gov.uk

friendsofhampdenpark@hotmail.co.uk

circa 1905

How you can help
If you live near Hampden Park or 
enjoy visiting the park there are 
ways you can help protect and 
improve the local water quality.

Up stream of the park, towards 
Willingdon and Upper Kings Drive, 
most of the drainage system flows 
towards the Decoy Pond. This Food for thought
includes road drains and any soak- Many people visit the Park to feed 
aways within private properties. All the ducks. This is a traditional 
household products should be pastime and teaches children to 
disposed of into the sewer system enjoy the wildlife. It is not 
that sinks and washing machines something anyone wants to stop.
are connected to. Old motor oil 
and similar products should be However, birds can become reliant 
legally disposed of elsewhere and on bread which encourages larger 
not be allowed into outside drains. numbers than local natural food 

sources would support. Over- 
Keen gardeners should avoid population leads to aggression 
siting compost along the banks of between birds who lack space for 
streams or near outside drains. safely bringing up their offspring. 
Nutrients can find their way into Female mallards often suffer 
the freshwater system and raised aggressive behaviour from large 
nutrient levels can cause flocks of male birds. Too much 
excessive algal growth and reduce bread is a poor diet for a bird. 
oxygen in water downstream. They can become malnourished 
Compost can be covered with through lack of variety. Uneaten 
tarpaulin to help alleviate this food also encourages vermin 
problem. which prey on the birds and their 

eggs. Many birds will eat salad 
If you have a stream in your greens and grain that form a more 
garden make sure the banks are natural diet than bread.
secure. Eroding soil will add to
sediment and nutrient levels Published by Eastbourne Borough 
downstream. If there is a problem Council 2011. This leaflet is also 
ask a professional for advice. available in other formats including 

online at www.eastbourne.gov.uk

http://www.eastbourne.gov.uk
http://parks@eastbourne.gov.uk
http://friendsofhampdenpark@hotmail.co.uk
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